Supporting children with speech, language and communication needs
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Plume Avenue Nursery aims to provide an inclusive setting, following the guidance within the Inclusion Development Q
Programme, supporting children with speech, language and communication needs. We will promote effective ghrategies;
meeting the individual needs of all the children, ensuring our setting supports every child's opportunj their
potential in becoming a skilful and confident communicator.

Each child's key person will have knowledge of their level of speech, language and communicatio ording their

progress and achievements in their child record books. These observations alongside informatiy parents will be

used to identify children with speech, language and communication needs.

When planning activities, each child's individual communication and language skills will to consideration. We will
strive to present the activities to ensure each child will benefit from them, taking-j unt their level of attention

and that the language used is appropriate.

Time for new children to settle will be allowed in order for them to demops ir communication skills.

e will do this by looking at the children who are talking to us and

onstrates and models good listening behaviours. We will use specific

+  Wewill allow the childre spond to both conversation and questions. This allows the children to focus their

thoughts and process pons@, with practitioners knowing that children with communication needs will require more
time.

+  Whena child word incorrectly, for example 'gog’ instead of ‘dog’, or 'T hurted my knee' instead of 'T hurt
my knee', pr will model the correct language back instead of correcting the child, for example 'Oh! You hurt

« Wewill r%

wellg€ introducing new vocabulary. It also shows the child that the practitioner is listening.
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h corrections and extend the children's language in order to both model the correct language as
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+ Practitioners will adapt their language to each child's needs, keeping vocabulary short and clear for those with
speech, language and communication difficulties and making sure those who are confident communicators are suitably
challenged. o
+  When a child relies on augmentative methods of communication (signing and symbols) as a way of either suppokting
their speech and language or a standalone method of communicating, staff will work with parents an
professionals to ensure their needs are being met and that all staff are aware of the communicatio oy pldge.
+ We consider it important to involve all the children in this system so it opens opportunities for th o comfunicate
with each other during play and will introduce basic Makaton signing throughout the term to e NdWith a new

sign every two weeks.

All the above strategies will be continued and used for children with English as an additionalAangpiage, giving them ample

time to develop understanding of the English language and the confidence to start usi@h words.

The SENCo will ensure practitioners are supported when implementing

es for speech, language and

communication and also addressing any training that may be required or req

We will reflect regularly on how we implement this policy and on ho these strategies are. We will ensure the
indoor and outdoor environment provides opportunities to develop gl ‘s ch, language and communication skills.
Our approach to the development of these skills will al yed for the parent's information, including local

information that may be of use.

Children with known speech, language and commun@ds will have their information shared and transferred (with
parental consent) during their transition to a iPofiment; a new room within our setting, transfer to another early
year's setting or when moving on to Receﬂ\

6 EI e:‘rhis guidance is followed is the setting SENCO

Steven catte@_

The person with overall responsibili‘ry
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